
 

 

 

 

 

For an op-ed 

 

Dear xxx 

 

Please see attached a piece by our CEO Dr David Harrison for your consideration for placement in 

the Business Day. Below is the introduction, with the full op-ed attached. We hope, given the 

enormity of the education crisis, you will consider sharing this piece. Please let us know if you 

require any additional information and/or have further questions. 

  

“There is a business product with a proven rate of return in excess of one thousand percent in 

emerging markets. In South Africa, demand for it outstrips supply by at least two to one. Estimates 

are that the national GDP would be at least 25% higher if this product were available in sufficient 

quantity. Yet, very few companies seem genuinely interested in it, because they don’t see it as part 

of their business...” 

  

Sending many thanks in advance, 

Judy-Marié Smith 

083 316 XXXX 

 

Follow-up for a radio interview 

 

Dear xxx 

 

Please see a link to an article out this week by DG Murray Trust CEO David 

Harrison: http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2015/11/25/every-business-should-make-reading-their-

business. 

  

As you can see, it highlights the key role of reading in developing our economy and society. It draws 

attention to the failure of big business in getting behind literacy and the huge potential of this opportunity.  

Key facts addressed by the article: 

1. That SA’s economy would be 23%-30% larger if we had a fully literate population 

2. That investment in early learning and language development would yield a return of between R8 

and R18 for every rand spent. 

3. BUT the reality is that only one in five children eventually passes matric and enrolls in tertiary 

studies in SA, meaning we just don’t have enough expertise to grow our economy. 

 

 

 

 

S A M P L E   P I T C H   E M A I L 



With Matric results coming out in the next few weeks we hope this is something you would be interested 

in talking to our CEO about and exploring further with your listeners? 

 

Please contact me at any time on 083 316 XXXX to set up an interview.    

 

Thanks so much! 

Kind Regards 

Judy-Marie Smith 

 


