
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear xxx 

 

(As a parent/reading club leader) and member of (name of town), I would like to use Literacy Day (8 

September) to remind fellow residents of the power of reading to change our children’s worlds. A large 

proportion of school-going children and young people in South Africa struggle to read and many remain 

functionally illiterate.  This has a debilitating effect on their ability to progress in education and their life 

chances are greatly diminished. As we know, more than half of South Africa’s children drop out of school 

before they reach Matric. Helping children to love reading can change our community – and country! But, 

according to the South African Book Development Council, only 5% of parents in South Africa read to their 

children. So, this Literacy Day, let’s start exposing our children to books and stories. Let’s start sharing stories 

with our children. If you’re not sure how to do this, come and visit our reading group on <day and time> at 

<location> to see the faces of our members as they listen to their favourite stories… 

 
Or 

 

Dear xxx 

 

(As a mother/parent/founder of xxx) and resident of (name of town), I want to urge readers during 

Pregnancy Awareness Week (12-18 February) to reflect on the importance of children’s first 1 000 days of 

life, which includes their development in the womb. Did you know that the last trimester of pregnancy and 

the first three months of life are the periods of most rapid growth in babies? This is when the basic 

architecture of the brain is established; when the brain is most susceptible to stimulation. And the type of 

stimulation we’re talking about is not hugely sophisticated. By exposing babies to the basic building blocks 

of food, love, security and stimulation we can help them develop healthy brains and encourage their ability 

to learn. But the reality is that many babies in our community are exposed to toxic stress – this includes a 

lack of affection and attention, abuse, family dysfunction or caregiver addiction. We can, however, all do 

our bit to support expectant and new moms or caregivers to help their children develop to their full life 

potential: as fellow moms we can! 

      

 

 

Kind Regards 

Name and Surname 

Contact details 

 

S A M P L E   L E T T E R   T O   T H E   E D I T O R 


