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When children are not able to read, or read well, they cannot grasp what is 
being presented to them. And if they cannot understand what is being 
communicated to them, they cannot internalise this information - in other 
words, they cannot learn. Language and mathematics are composed of 
symbols that express ideas and allow people to think, communicate and 
relate to each other and the world around them. As children move into 
higher grades, unable to meaningfully access the increasingly demanding 
language requirements, they are put at a disadvantage in terms of educational 
achievement and ultimately in terms of life. This is how the inequality that 
marks our society is perpetuated.

Research studies, conducted all around the world, show that reading for 
pleasure motivates learners to read more. And when they read more, they start 
to read better, which in turn improves their comprehension and subsequently, 
their ability to learn.1 In fact, learners who read because they enjoy it perform 
better in all subjects, including science and maths.2

1. Krashen, S. 2004. The Power of Reading: Insights from the Research. Libraries Unlimited: Westport
2. Sullivan, A. & Brown, M. 2013. Social inequalities in cognitive scores at age 16: The role of reading. Institute of Education:
 University of London 3

Instruction time for reading in most schools is used for demonstration, 
recitation, memorisation and repetition in order to develop technical skills 
like letter-sound awareness and decoding. Despite these efforts, literacy 
assessments continue to show that many children fail to reach required 
literacy milestones that would allow them to progress successfully in school.3

While instructional reading is important, research in low-income communities 
has shown that children’s technical reading skills improved more when 
teachers spent more class time on reading for pleasure than when teachers 
spent more class time on instruction in technical skills.4

In this booklet, we provide several strategies as well as tried-and-tested 
methods from teachers themselves on how to grow a culture of reading 
in the classroom. Although the foundation for lifelong reading is laid in the 
early years, it is never too late to start reading for enjoyment.5 Thus, the ideas 
presented here may be useful to foundation, intermediate and high-school 
teachers. The aim of the booklet is to help you identify strategies that will work 
best within in your own classroom, school or community context, taking into 
account the specific requirements of CAPS, South Africa’s national curriculum.

3. Spaull, N. 2013. South Africa’s Education Crisis: The quality of education in South Africa 1994-2011. Access from: nickspaull.com
4. Foorman, B.R. et al. 2006. The impact of instructional practices in grades 1 and 2 on reading and spelling achievement in high
  poverty schools. Contemporary Educational Psychology 31(1): 1-29.
5. Clark, C. and Rumbold, K. 2006. Reading for Pleasure: A research overview. National Literacy Trust. 
 Available at www.literacytrust.org.uk

What happens when children struggle to read? Why should you read this booklet?
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6. Minister Angie Motshekga: Reading Roundtable Discussion. 31 Mar 2015. Available at 
 http://www.gov.za/speeches/remarks-minister-basic-education-mrs-angie-motshekga-and-mp-1st-reading-roundtable
7.  Krashen, S. 2004. The Power of Reading: Insights from the Research. Libraries Unlimited: Westport

“Going forward, there is a huge body of research that concludes 
that the main thrust of literacy development is the promotion 
of a school-wide reading culture which encourages learners to 
become engaged and motivated readers.” – Minister of Basic 
Education Angie Motshekga, March 2015 6

“Evidence from many research studies proves that students 
who spend the most time reading become the strongest 
readers, while children who don’t read much fall further 
behind each year. Children need time to read every day and the 
encouragement and support to do so.” – Donalyn Miller, teacher 
and author of ‘The Book Whisperer’ 9

Table 1: Reading for pleasure versus instructional reading

How is reading for pleasure different from instructional reading?

Reading for pleasure is reading because you want to7.  It is the type of reading 
“we to do of our own free will, anticipating the satisfaction that we will get 
from the act of reading. It also refers to reading that having begun at someone 
else’s request, we continue because we are interested in it.”8 If you look at 
the table alongside, you will see the key differences between reading for 
enjoyment and the type of reading that typically goes on in the classroom.

8. Clark, C. and Rumbold, K. 2006. Reading for Pleasure: A research overview. National Literacy Trust. 
 Available at www.literacytrust.org.uk
9. Delisio, E. 2009. The Book Whisperer: Inspiring Kids to Read. Education World. Available at www.educationworld.com

Purpose

Assessment

Long-term 
consequences

Frequency

Type of material

Selection 
(of text)

Pace

Place

READING FOR PLEASURE

For interest and enjoyment

Can take place anywhere, 
including at school

Reader sets their own pace –  
they can read as fast or slow 
as they like 

Reader is free to choose his 
or her own text

Novels or readers, poetry, non-
fiction, newspapers, magazines 
and digital texts

Reading happens often and 
regularly, i.e. extensive reading

Learner becomes a regular reader, 
which can lead to increased 
reading proficiency and a lifelong 
love of reading

Reading is not formally assessed, 
but shared and discussed with no 
right or wrong answers

TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM READING

For comprehension and tests

Usually occurs during classtime only

Teachers or peers set the pace of reading

Texts are selected by the teacher, 
school, or Department of Education

Setwork books, textbooks, reading 
comprehension texts

Happens during classtime for short or 
limited periods of time only, i.e. 
intensive reading

Learner only reads when he or she is 
told to, which can lead to a dislike of 
reading and books

Usually assessed, either in the form of 
comprehensions, summaries or read 
aloud exercises
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What prevents us from growing a love of 
reading in the classroom?

Lack of reading material and exposure to books: You cannot 
read without books. Many schools do not have libraries or 
access to books and other forms of reading material.

Insufficient books in learners’ mother tongue languages: 
Having to read books in your First Additional Language 
only is hard work and often not enjoyable! Children need to 
understand what they are reading or listening to for it to be 
meaningful and pleasureable.10

Limited book selection: Teachers don’t always know which 
books to choose for their learners. If books are too difficult, 
not age-appropriate, or don’t cover a range of topics, children 
will not enjoy reading them.

10.  “First learning to read and write competently in his/her own home language gives the young child a strong foundation for 
 going on to learn second (and third) languages”.  Reading Policy Guidelines. KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education.  
 Available at:  www.kzneducation.gov.za/Portals/0/ELITS%20website%20Homepage/Conferences/KZN%20Reading%
 20Policy%20Guidelines%20.pdf

Look out for these icons in the pages that follow to see which of 
these obstacles the proposed strategy can help you address…

In South Africa, there are several reasons why teachers are not including 
reading for pleasure in the classroom. Below, we look at 6 key obstacles 
preventing a culture of reading from taking root among learners. In the 
section that follows, we then explore different strategies teachers can use to 
tackle these obstacles.

The misconception that reading for pleasure is a ‘nice-
to-have’: Teachers sometimes believe that completing 
comprehension texts is sufficient to develop reading. This 
is not true. Like anything else, reading is a skill that needs 
practice – and for children to practice reading regularly and 
over time, they need to enjoy what they are doing.

Lack of time: Teachers are under a lot of pressure to complete 
curriculum requirements. They feel that they hardly have 
time to do the essentials, let alone ‘luxuries’ like reading 
for pleasure.  This booklet shows however, that reading for 
pleasure is not an ‘add-on’ but a vital part of literacy learning 
that supports curriculum objectives.11

Insufficient reading role models for learners: Children who 
know adults who read for pleasure take it for granted that 
reading is a valuable and worthwhile activity.12 Just as it is 
important for children to see parents and other caregivers 
read to them at home, they must also see their teachers 
reading for enjoyment at school.

11. Bloch.C (2006) Theory and Strategy of Early Literacy in Contemporary Africa with special reference to South. Africa. 
 PRAESA Occasional Paper 25.  www.praesa.org.za/occasional-paper-25
12. Clark, C. and Rumbold, K. 2006. Reading for Pleasure: A research overview. National Literacy Trust. 
 Available at www.literacytrust.org.uk
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5 key strategies to promote reading 
for enjoyment in the classroom 

How to get books on a budget
Advice from teachers and the Nal’ibali 
reading-for-enjoyment campaign

If your school is under-resourced, try these ideas to stock up on books:

“We didn’t have isiXhosa books. Some learners may read English books, but 
when they relax, they want to read isiXhosa. So I approached the municipal 
library who donated isiXhosa books to us.”
– Bruce Bushula, high-school teacher, Eastern Cape

“We used new books bought from a cake sale initiated and run by the 
children themselves! We also used books donated by READ, which were 
specifically written for FAL students, making them more accessible.” 
– Eileen Scheckle, high-school teacher, Port Elizabeth

“I approached friends and church members and used Facebook to ask 
people to donate books. It was incredible how many people responded.” 
– Adele Botha, primary-school teacher, Stellenbosch

   1     Choose a wide range of books and reading material

Getting started: Children learn to read by reading! That’s why they need to 
be exposed to lots of books. And not just any books. Children choose to read 
when books relate to their personal interests; when characteristics of books 
appeal to them; when they feel there is some knowledge to be gained from 
reading the books; and when they are able choose their own books.13  So, 
when it comes to book selection for your learners, it is important to try and 
find books other than textbooks or setwork books to nurture a love of reading 
in children.

“Try bargain bookshops, second-hand bookshops and charity book sales 
where the books are cheaper. Explain that your learners need books. Ask for 
a discount.” – Nal’ibali reading-for-enjoyment campaign

“Write your own stories for and with children. Children are a walking, 
talking resource, with their own rich stories just waiting to be told, written 
down and read. Or ask older kids to write storybooks for young children - 
and then read them together!”– Nal’ibali 

“Look for stories in newspapers and magazines. Cut them out and use 
them to create story cards. You can also approach local community service 
organisations like Rotary, Lions or Round Table clubs for book donations.” 
– Nal’ibali

Find book donors! Organisations such as Biblionef SA donate 
children’s books in different languages. You can also print out stories 
from organisations such as Nal’ibali and Wordworks. For a list of 
organisations offering books, stories and support, go to page 10.

13. Edmunds, K.M. and Bauseman, K.L. 2006. What Teachers Can Learn about Reading Motivation through Conversations with 
 Children. The Reading Teacher 59 (5): pp414-424

•	 Choose fiction and non-fiction books that cover a wide range of topics that 
learners will want to read and talk about, e.g. travel, history, fashion, 
romance, careers and autobiographies, etc.

•	 Look for books with exciting covers and illustrations that will attract learners’ 
attention. Picture books are especially important for the Foundation Phase.

•	 Make sure there are books for learners in their home languages as well as 
their First Additional Language so learners can improve skills in both 
languages. 

•	 Choose books that are not just suited to learners’ ages but also their reading 
abilities, as some learners may require easier books to read in the beginning. 

•	 Include reading material other than books, such as newspapers, greeting 
cards, comics, magazines, and digital stories that can be read online or on 
mobile phones.
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   2      Set aside dedicated reading time

Now that you’ve found books, the next step is finding the time to let learners 
read them (for fun). There are many opportunities for children to read for 
pleasure in each day.  Here are a few things to keep in mind: 

•	 The curriculum sets aside time specifically for reading and this should 
include reading for pleasure. The chart opposite shows CAPS allocations for 
reading. For example, in Grade 4, CAPS allocates 6 hours per week for Home 
Language and 5 hours for First Additional Language. The dotted circle shows 
that 5 hours of this time - an hour per day! - can be set aside for reading.

•	 However, remember that effective reading includes listening, speaking and 
writing. 

•	 This means that if you allow learners to talk about what they’ve read, and 
engage in activities related to what they have read, there will be far more 
time available because you will be covering ALL the language skills. 

•	 Such activities include retelling, summarising and discussing the storyline 
and characters, interviewing characters, role-playing parts of the story, as 
well as getting learners to do writing and drawing on what they have read. 

•	 A REGULAR reading time is important if learners are to develop a READING 
HABIT. Reading takes practice and practice requires time.14

•	 If you struggle to set aside whole periods or large ‘chunks’ of time during 
your teaching day, try to take advantage of wasted time in a school day such 
as waiting for transport or assemblies to start. If you teach learners or 
children to carry a book wherever they go, these minutes spent reading will 
add up over time.

CAPS allocation for language and reading (hours per week)

14. Reading Promotion Handbook. KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education. 
 Available at http://www.kzneducation.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=koPGYK9Dfc8=
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Ways to fit reading and writing 
for enjoyment into each day 
Advice from teachers

 “I read to the children as they arrive every morning and always start the 
day by reading. I always read two stories to the children when they return 
from break… It really calms them down and makes them hurry back to 
class so as not to miss out.  – Adele Botha, a Foundation Phase teacher who 
teaches in a township primary school in Stellenbosch in the Western Cape 

Just as reading is a big part of CAPS, so is writing, so I get the children to 
always write about what they’ve read. I never get them to just write any 
words or sentences but rather to write stories. I also get them (during 
talking) to retell their stories to each other, or I get them to act out their 
stories”.  – Adele

“Because reading is part of CAPS, we could easily spend once a week 
reading. I also used double English periods to talk to the class about aspects 
in CAPS such as character development, plot, themes, setting and then 
related these back to the books they were reading…” – Eileen Scheckle, a 
teacher at a high school in Port Elizabeth

   3      Set up a classroom library 
            or reading corner

One of the most effective strategies to grow a love of reading in schools is by 
creating a classroom library because it serves as a constant reminder for the 
children to pick up a book and start reading.15 Starting a classroom library 
does not have to be time consuming or costly. Try these tips to get started:

•	 Arrange the library or corner so that children can easily see the space and go 
and browse/choose the books they want.

•	 Mats or cushions can make the space feel more inviting.

•	 Display the books and other reading material within reach and eye view of 
the children. Rotate the books regularly so there is a selection for the 
learners to look at and read.

•	 If possible children should be allowed to take books home for a set period 
and then return them when they are done.

•	 If you let children take books home with them, keep a record book and get 
learners to keep their own reading journals.

•	 Include a range of reading materials including newspapers, magazines and 
comics.

“Students can gain as much as 20 minutes of extra reading in 
class each day when teachers designate reading as the only 
activity for any class time not used for instruction.” 
– Donalyn Miller

15. Reading 4 Pleasure. National Teachers Union. 
Available at https://www.teachers.org.uk/files/active/1/Reading-4-Pleasure-7225.pdf

“Most learners at my school were happy with the classroom 
library because they came from disadvantaged backgrounds 
where there were few or no books in their homes.” 
– Bruce Bushula, Grade 8 teacher 
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Running a classroom library for 
high-school learners
Advice from teachers

This is what Mr Bruce Bushula, a high-school teacher in the rural Eastern 
Cape, learnt when setting up a classroom library for his Grade 8 learners: 

“I arranged my classroom to include the books and made space so that 
learners could go and choose the books they wanted. In the first year, the 
School Governing Body (SGB) allowed us to engage learners after the normal 
school hours since it was an extensive reading programme, but since 2014, I 
have included the reading programme in my daily teaching plan. 

I give the learners a chance to interact with books during English periods. 
And I can say, without doubt, that the classroom library has benefitted the 
learners. Ever since I started using it, learners have been able to borrow 
books and read more often than before. The interviews I have had with them 
and their reflective journals show that they view the library as something 
that has changed their lives. Some learners say they have noticed a change 
in their behaviour because they are keener to read because of the books in 
the classroom library.” 

   4      Set up a book-buddy system

Another way to get learners to enjoy reading is the ‘book buddy system’ (or 
peer tutoring strategy) where older learners spend time each week reading 
to younger learners, or listening to younger learners read to them. Ideally, 
there should be a 2-3 year age gap between the learners in a cross-age book 
buddy system. However, more important than age difference is the difference 
in literacy levels: the older learner must have enough language ability to help 
their younger peer.

Besides helping to improve the reading abilities of both the learners involved, 
this system has other benefits too: children from the different ages often build 
good friendships, while the older children have the opportunity to model 
good behaviour for the younger ones, which can boost their self-esteem.16

How can you set up a book buddy system in your classroom? 

•	 Work with another teacher in your school to figure out when and where 
learners can read together, one or more times a week.

•	 Give older children a short training about how to read aloud – and make 
them feel important! You can find tip sheets for reading with children at 
www.shineliteracy.org.za.

•	 The book buddy system can also be implemented among children in the 
same grade. Invite more competent, confident readers to read with their 
lower achieving peers. Ideally they should read for 25-35 minutes 2-3 times a 
week. This can be done during shared or paired reading sessions to 
complement the reading curriculum.

•	 Let the learners ‘chat’ about what they have read, what they enjoyed or didn’t 
about the book, characters they admired or disliked, etc. Research shows 
that the questioning that occurs “within the pairs generates deeper 
understanding that creates meaningful abstract representations.” 17

•	 After their session, encourage them to give you brief feedback or to write 
about their session in reflective journals. 

Bruce’s top tip: “Teachers should give learners reflective 
journals in which they can comment on the classroom library. 
This will help them get to know what the learners want and 
what needs to be done in the library. Teachers should also read 
the books so that they can speak to the learners about them.”

16. The Shine Trust. Book Buddy Volunteers – bringing people and books together. Available at  www.dgmt.co.za
17. See Fuchs, Fuchs, Hamlett, Phillips, Karns, & Dutka et al., 1997
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Using book buddies to get learners 
reading and writing 
Advice from teachers

Let’s look at a primary school in Motherwell, Port Elizabeth, where a 
book buddy system has been established with great success.  Sally 
Potgieter, a Programme Coordinator working with teachers on behalf of 
the General Motors South Africa Foundation, explains how it works:

“We get the Grade 6s to read to Grade 4s to expose children to reading for 
pleasure. We start by training the Grade 6s on how to do paired and shared 
reading, how to look after books and how to relate to their younger buddies. 
After their training, they meet their Grade 4 buddies during an hour period 
that has been set aside in the whole school for reading. For 30 minutes, the 
Grade 6s read to their Grade 4 buddies and get them to draw or talk about 
their books. Then in the next 30 minutes, they return to their classes and 
write in their own reflective journals about their session. Each Grade 6 gets 
an ice-cream box with reading material (we use the Nal’ibali newspaper 
supplements, which get delivered every second week). They decorate this 
box, and it becomes their mini-library which they take care of. They get so 
excited during this period; there is a real sense of ownership and care for 
their books. The kids love reading!

“Even though the school can’t prove that book buddies is the cause, the 
ANA test results at this school have improved.”

Sally’s top tip: “The Grade 6s make their own storybooks in 
which the main character is their Grade 4 book buddy. They 
asked their buddies about themselves during their reading 
period. They illustrate the book and it gets printed. This book is 
then given to the Grade 4s by their buddy at an official ceremony 
at the end of the year.”

   5      Start in-class reading clubs or groups

A reading club or group “is a collection of readers who participate in the 
regular discussion of books.”18 A reading club typically consists of several 
members who meet regularly to talk about a specific book or set of books in a 
relaxed and informal manner – no tests!

Whilst school-based reading clubs usually meet in the school library, during 
break time or after school, they can also take place during class-time, as is 
illustrated by the advice below – and they can bring in several elements of 
CAPS. Important things to remember about in-class reading club sessions:

•	 Talking is key: learners must have face-to-face discussions about the books.

•	 There should be about 5 or 6 learners in a group so everyone has a chance  
to participate.

•	 There is no homework, but reading is preferably done at home in the 
learners’ own time so in-class reading time can be used for discussion and 
debate. 

18. Reading Promotion Handbook. KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education. 
Available at http://www.kzneducation.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=koPGYK9Dfc8=

Practice what YOU preach!
To show children that reading is meaningful and exciting, teachers 
must also read and talk about what they are reading. Foundation phase 
teacher Adele Botha uses these techniques to be a reading role model:

“I tell them about what I’m reading and share my reading with them.

“I use real-life texts: sometimes I read out an email or something I received 
on Facebook.

“I invite my friends and parents to come and read to the children often. They 
love having new people read to them.”

9www.dgmt.co.za



Running a reading club during class time 
Advice from teachers

At a high school in Port Elizabeth, Eileen Scheckle arranged to have a 
‘reading club’ during her English (FAL) period once a week. 
This is how it worked:

“It happened once a week for one hour during double English period. Each 
group would take home the same book and the learners had a week to  
read it. We got the groups to each choose a name and they stayed in the 
same group for the entire year. 

Eileen’s key challenge: “Not all children read the books 
each time. Some children indicated they found the books 
boring, so it’s important to get books they like. Books 
from Cover2Cover’s ‘Harmony High’ series and New 
Africa’s ‘Siyagruva’ series were popular.”

How to get Nal’ibali reading-for-enjoyment 
supplements for your reading club

If you get the following newspapers in your area, look out for Nal’ibali’s 
bilingual supplements, which feature 2-3 new stories in every edition. 
The supplements come out every two weeks during term time.

•	 Sunday World (Gauteng, Free State, KwaZulu-Natal and Limpopo);
•	 Sunday Times Express (Cape Town);
•	 Daily Dispatch (Eastern Cape); and
•	 The Herald (Eastern Cape).

If you don’t have access to these newspapers, ask other people to 
collect and keep them for you. You can also download and print the 
supplements from the Nal’ibali website. Alternatively, register your 
reading club with Nal’ibali (on their website or mobisite) and write to 
them explaining your needs. Nal’ibali stories are also available on cell 
phones and are broadcast in different languages on SABC radio stations.  
Visit at the Nal’ibali website for more details: www.nalibali.org

Eileen’s top tip: Learners in this example took the books home 
to read, which meant Eileen could spend the time in class talking 
about the books and modelling ways of reading engagement.

“During class time they followed a structured approach to discussing 
the books, talking in their groups about their predictions, the characters, 
themes, etc. Because reading is part of CAPS, we could easily spend once a 
week reading. 

“I also used these periods to talk to the class about aspects in CAPS such as 
character development, plot, themes, setting and then related these back to 
the books they were reading through the club. After a while, learners started 
asking for more books and showed a real interest in reading. 

“Writing also played an important part of the reading; the children really 
enjoyed writing about the books. Learners were given A5 journals in which 
they wrote and teacher/researcher responded to their writing”.

Go digital!

Read stories on your mobile phone – and encourage children to do the 
same.  www.nalibali.mobi, www.fundza.mobi and www.worldreader.org 
offer hundreds of stories, including stories in South African languages. 
You and your learners can even read on a feature phone, thanks to 
FunDza and Nal’ibali’s Mxit apps.
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In summary: important principles for growing a love of 
reading in the classroom

While it may seem daunting at first, bringing reading for enjoyment 
into the classroom can be easier than you think. Just remember the 
following:

•	 You can start slowly and then build up a collection of books and other 
reading material over time.

•	 There should be regular reading times in order for reading to become 
habit. These times must be for READING only!

•	 Learners must have a choice of well-selected books and other material, 
and opportunities to CHOOSE their own books to read.

•	 Allow learners to engage and talk about what they have read (without 
the fear of being wrong). This is KEY to improving reading.

•	 Accommodate all languages. Give students opportunities to read 
books in their mother tongue languages and in their First Additional 
Language.

•	 Read the texts yourself (even if you just skim-read them) to be able to 
guide the learners and be a reading role model for children – let them 
see you read too!

•	 Integrate reading and writing. Get learners to write about what they 
are reading.

•	 Children should preferably be allowed to take books home to read in 
their own time and space.

•	 When you read to them, read books slightly above the children’s 
reading level so they aspire to read better.

Get storybooks and printable reading resources and stories here:

Biblionef SA offers books in all 11 South African languages. Priority is given to 
organisations and schools in townships and informal settlements: 
www.biblionefsa.org.za

The FunDza Literacy Trust offers a virtual ‘library’ of teen reads via its mobile 
phone applications and website: www.fundza.co.za 

The Nal’ibali reading-for-enjoyment campaign offers free downloadable 
tipsheets in a range of South African languages; recommended reading lists; 
and stories in all 11 official languages: www.nalibali.org

The African Storybook Project (ASP) website offers folktales, contemporary 
African stories, games/songs, poems, riddles and rhymes:
www.africanstorybook.org 

The Read Educational Trust (READ) offers new and second-hand books to 
interested parties, including teachers: www.read.org.za 

The Shine Centre provides free downloadable tips on paired and shared 
reading, and helps schools set up book buddy programmes: 
www.shineliteracy.org.za 

The Children’s Book Network (CBN) runs community workshops, and its 
website includes stories to tell, book recommendations and book reviews 
written by children themselves: www.childrensbook.co.za 

ELRU, or the Early Learning Centre, has on online store where a range of 
children’s books as well as guides for teachers can be ordered:
www.elru.co.za 

Wordworks offers a number of free resources including stories, games, 
information sheets and handouts via its website that are designed to support 
young children’s literacy, language and maths development: 
www.wordworks.org.za
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A quick reminder of the questions you can 
ask children about the books they’re reading. 
Make a photocopy and/or cut along the 
dotted line, and if possible, laminate the 
questions and then punch a hole in the 
corner. Use a piece of string or ribbon to 
make a handy bookmark or keyring holder.  

Questions to ask about books

BEFORE READING THE BOOK:

•	 Why did you select this book?
•	 What does the cover tell you about the book?

WHILE READING THE BOOK:

•	 What's happened so far?
•	 What do you think will happen next/in the end?
•	 Why do you think the character did ................?
•	 What would you have done differently in  

that situation?

AFTER READING THE BOOK:

•	 Did you like this book? Why?
•	 What was your favorite/the worst part of the 

story? Why?
•	 Which of the characters did you like best/least?  

Why?
•	 Why do you think the author wrote this book?
•	 Can you draw a picture about this book? 

Find more literacy resources on our website at: www.dgmt.co.za/lets-read/


